The LEGOLAND® Train
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WANT T0 CHAT

with others about your
Favourice LEGO Ghemes

Ever dream of being a Caveman,
Aztec Warrior, Gladiator or Viking?
Need an outlet for your LEGO relat-
ed creativity? The award-winning
LEGO.com message boards are the
place for you!

All in a safe, friendly, fun and creative
environment together with thousands of
like-minded LEGO fans from all around
the world! Why not check them out and
start posting today? You can join in the
fun at:

https://community.lego.com/

il e Pakek bomn Dodeblue Veon b R o [E!:-'--

[ " m

i Message Boards ﬁ- L J

ON OUR ALL NEW PLATFORM,
YOU CAN:

Make friends

Discuss all current and past themes
Roleplay

Write stories

Earn cool ranks, like Viking,
Conquistador and Roman Soldier

Take part in polls

“Like” content and have your own
content “liked” by others

Be interviewed by the Children’s
Community Team

Get exclusive information on up-
coming LEGO products and news
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The LEGOLAND® Train

When the first LEGOLAND® Park opened
in Billund in 1968, the main attraction was a
LEGO® train that carried visitors around the
park. This beloved train ride has been a part
of the LEGOLAND experience ever since.

This is the story of how that train came into
existence.

The history of the LEGOLAND train begins
in the early 1960s, when talk of creating a
LEGOLAND Park first started within the walls
of the LEGO Group. The idea was driven by
the then owner of the LEGO Group, Godtfred
Kirk Christiansen. The thoughts about the
new park included the idea of a train to
carry visitors. Plans to create a LEGOLAND
Park had to be postponed, and it was in-
stead another famous Danish amusement
park that got the honour of having a LEGO
train to carry visitors around.

In 1967 Dagny Holm, the head of the model
building department at the LEGO Group,
got the task of designing a LEGO train
which was to be used at the Tivoli Gardens
in Copenhagen. The deadline was tight, but
she quickly managed to create a beauti-
ful LEGO model of a train. Dagny Holm's
model was then scaled up and became
the Tivoli LEGO train. In November 1967 the
LEGO train was sent to New York to pro-
mote Denmark in the American department
store Macy’s world famous Thanksgiving
Day Parade.

The first LEGOLAND Park opened in
Billund in 1968. One of the main attractions
was a LEGO train carrying visitors around
the park. The LEGOLAND train was an exact
copy of the train Dagny Holm designed for
Tivoli one year earlier. The only difference

was that the LEGOLAND train ran on rails,
whereas the train in Tivoli had rubber wheels.
The rails used for the LEGOLAND train alleg-
edly came from a track in a disused brick-
works outside Billund.

A former LEGOLAND employee, director
of development Hans Jergen Pedersen,
remembers that when the train was in-
stalled in the LEGOLAND Park it rode in
the opposite direction. Before the open-
ing of the park it was decided to change
the direction of the train to the present
one. The problem with the first route was
that the train had to climb a hill on its jour-
ney through the park. Whenever it rained
the rails became so slippery that the train
could not climb the hill and thus the
LEGOLAND employees

had to gather around the train to push it uphill. The decision to switch
direction meant that the train now had to run down the hill instead of
climbing it. Changing the direction of the train meant making exten-
sive alterations to the train itself. All doors on the train coaches had to
be placed on the other side in order for the passengers to be able to
enter the coaches from the platform.

Over the years the design of the LEGOLAND train has been altered.
In 1973 another LEGOLAND Park opened, this time in Sierksdorf,
Germany. One of the original amusements in LEGOLAND Sierksdorf
was of course a LEGO train to carry the visitors around. The train in
Sierksdorf looked slightly different compared to the original LEGO
train, with the roof of each train coach given a more rounded ap-
pearance. The LEGOLAND Park in Sierksdorf closed in 1976 after
just three years. As a result of this the newer and more modern
LEGOLAND train from Sierksdorf was moved to Billund to replace
the old LEGOLAND train from 1968. Even though some of the train
parts undoubtedly have been replaced, the LEGOLAND train in
Billund has the exact same design as the train that was brought
home from Sierksdorf in 1976.
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